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Let all who enter our Holy Church heed the words of the Cherubic Hymn:
“Let us now lay aside all earthy cares”
The reason why God has accorded us this present life is to give us a place for repentance.
Were this not the case,
a person who sinned would at once be deprived of this life.
For otherwise of what use would it be to him?
St. Gregory Palamas
DAILY SCRIPTURE READING &
LIVES OF THE SAINTS
SAINTS AND FEASTS
13th Sunday of Matthew
The Holy Martyrs Adrian and Natalie
Our Righteous Father Joseph
Icon of the Mother of God of Vladimir
ΛΩ
Prayers & Readings
Prayer Before Reading Holy Scripture
O Master Who loves mankind, illuminate our hearts with the pure light of Your divine knowledge and
open the eyes of our mind to understand the teachings of Your Gospel. Instill in us also the fear of Your
blessed commandments, that we may overcome all carnal desires, entering upon a spiritual life and
understanding and acting in all things according to Your holy will. For You are the enlightenment of our
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souls and bodies, O Christ God, and to You we give glory together with Your eternal Father and Your allholy, gracious and life-giving Spirit, now and ever and forever. Amen.
Epistle Reading
The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 16:13-24
Brethren, be watchful, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong. Let all that you do be done in
love. Now, brethren, you know that the household of Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and
they have devoted themselves to the service of the saints; I urge you to be subject to such men and to
every fellow worker and laborer. I rejoice at the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicos,
because they have made up for your absence; for they refreshed my spirit as well as yours. Give
recognition to such men. The churches of Asia send greetings. Aquila and Prisca, together with the church
in their house, send you hearty greetings in the Lord. All the brethren send greetings. Greet one another
with a holy kiss. I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. If any one has no love for the Lord, let
him be accursed. Our Lord, come! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. My love be with you all in
Christ Jesus. Amen.
Gospel Reading
The Gospel According to Matthew 21:33-42
The Lord said this parable, "There was a householder who planted a vineyard, and set a hedge around it,
and dug a wine press in it, and built a tower, and let it out to tenants, and went into another country. When
the season of fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants, to get his fruit; and the tenants took his
servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other servants, more than the
first; and they did the same to them. Afterward he sent his son to them, saying 'They will respect my son.'
But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 'This is the heir; come, let us kill him and have
his inheritance.' And they took him and cast him out of the vineyard and killed him. When therefore the
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?" They said to him, "He will put those
wretches to a miserable death, and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in
their seasons." Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures: 'The very stone which the
builders rejected has become the head of the corner; this was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our
eyes?'"
1.

THE HOLY MARTYR ADRIAN AND NATALIA

Adrian and Natalia were husband and wife, both of noble and wealthy families from Nicomedia. Adrian
was the head of the Praetorium and a pagan and Natalia was secretly a Christian. Both were young and
lived together in marriage for only thirteen months until martyrdom. When the nefarious Emperor
Maximian visited Nicomedia, he ordered that Christians be seized and subjected to torture. In a cave near
the city, twenty-three Christians were hidden. Someone reported them to the authorities and they were
cruelly flogged with oxen whips and rods and then cast into prison. After that they were taken out of
prison and brought before the Praetor to register their names. Adrian observed these people, tortured but
patient, serene and meek and he made them swear to tell him what they expect from their God for so
many tortures endured? They spoke to him concerning the blessedness of the righteous in the Kingdom of
God. Hearing this and, again observing these people, Adrian, at once, turned to the scribe and said to him:
"Write down my name with these saints, I also am a Christian." When the emperor learned of this, he
asked Adrian: "Have you gone out of your mind?" To that Adrian replied: "I have not gone out of my
mind but rather I came to my senses." Learning of this, Natalia greatly rejoiced and when Adrian, with the
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others, sat chained in prison, she came and administered to all of them. When they flogged and tortured
her husband with various tortures, Natalia encouraged him to endure to the end. After lengthy tortures and
imprisonment, the emperor ordered that an anvil be brought to prison and their legs and hands be broken
with a hammer. This was carried out and Adrian, with twenty-three honorably men, gave up the spirit
under the greatest of tortures. Natalia took their relics to Constantinople and honorably buried them there.
After a few days, Adrian appeared to her all in light and beauty and called her, that, she also come to God
and she peacefully gave up her spirit to God.
2.

THE VENERABLE TITHOES

Tithoes was a disciple of St. Pachomius and great among the ascetics of Egypt. Tithoes was abbot of a
monastery in Tabennsi. He lived his entire life in absolute purity. At one time a brother asked him: "What
path leads to humility?" To this Tithoes replied: "The path to humility is abstinence, prayer and
considering yourself lower than anything." Tithoes attained a very high degree of perfection and
whenever he lifted up his hands in prayer, his spirit entered into ecstasy. He died in the Lord in the fourth
or fifth century. The Venerable Ibistion is commemorated together with him.
3.

SAINT ZER-JABOB

Jacob was a great Christian missionary in Abyssinia [Ethiopia].
4.
THE MIRACLE OF THE MOST-HOLY BIRTH-GIVER OF GOD IN MOSCOW IN THE
YEAR 1395 A.D.
HYMN OF PRAISE
THE HOLY MARTYR ADRIAN AND HIS WIFE, SAINT NATALIA, AND THE TWENTY THREE
MARTYRS
The path is thorny, in Paradise are roses,
Bitter sufferings, but Christ is sweet.
What is heard in the darkened dungeon?
Against the hard anvil, the hammer strikes,
But, not iron nor lead, does it forge,
But breaks the legs of the martyrs,
And breaks the arms of the martyrs,
Martyrs, the soldiers of Christ.
One hand white, noble
Stained with blood, to the dust falls
That is the hand of Saint Adrian,
Saint Natalia took the hand
And with the hand, from the dungeon runs
Washes the hand and, in silk, wraps it,
Kiss the hand and mists with tears.
Wherever she walks, with her, the hand she carries,
While she sleeps, beneath her head, she places it,
To the severed hand, quietly she speaks:
"Holy hand of my Adrian,
You have helped me much,
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Once again, help me, O hand,
To heaven, raise me as soon as possible
Where Adrian lives with the saints,
It was but a short while and did not last long
Adrian, to Natalia appeared,
Than all the emperors, beautiful and more radiant was he,
And, with a heavenly voice, invited her:
Come to me, sister Natalia,
Come to me, be eternally alive,
Into the Kingdom, the eternal King invites you.
REFLECTION
Occasionally one hears an ungodly word even among Christians: here, even God cannot help! There is no
danger in which God cannot help nor are there any enemies who could conquer by their own power
without God's permission. Do not ask how God will destroy the powerful army of our enemies that is
easier for God then it is for you to inhale or exhale air. Read how God, by one apparition, terrified the
Syrian army, so the army dispersed and Israel was saved: "For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians
to hear a noise of chariots and a noise of horses, even the noise of a great host: and they said one to
another, Lo, the king of Israel has hired against us the king of the Hittites and the kings of the Egyptians
to come upon us" (2 Kings 7:6).
Read how Jerusalem was saved from the powerful army of Babylon without any effort of King Hezekiah
except his cry and prayer before God: "And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the Lord went out
and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred four-score and five thousand: and when they arose
early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses" (2 Kings 19:35). But God did not perform such
miracles only in ancient times but He performs them every time when the faithful pray to Him. Thus, in
the year 1395 A.D., the Tartar King Tamburlaine [Tamerlane] surrounded Moscow with his countless
soldiers. The Russians brought the miracle-working icon of the Most-holy Theotokos from the town of
Vladimir to Moscow and all the people with tears began to pray to the Most-holy Pure One. Suddenly, for
no visible reason, the army of Tartars began to withdraw hurriedly and to flee. What happened?
Tamburlaine had a vision in a dream: clouds of saints moving beneath the heavens and in their midst, the
Holy Birth-giver of God as Queen and, further still, countless hosts of angels. The Theotokos sharply
threatened Tamburlaine and ordered him to leave immediately from the land of the Russians and the
saints waved their staffs at the emperor. Terrified by this dream, Tamburlaine as soon as it dawned,
ordered a retreat and flight.
CONTEMPLATION
To contemplate the generosity of David (1 Samuel 26 - 1 Kings 26):
1.
How David entered the camp of Saul at night and, while Saul was sleeping, took his spear and
cup[cruse of water];
2.
How David's commander [Abishai] wanted to pierce Saul but David forbade it;
3.
How David left vengeance to God.
HOMILY
About the sufferings [passions] of Christ, how Isaiah foresaw them
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"I gave my back to the smiters and My cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not My face from
shame and spitting" (Isaiah 50:6).
Brethren, this is the prophecy and now hear the exact fulfillment of that prophecy: "And when he had
scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified" (St. Matthew 27:26). Is not this what the prophet
foretold: "I gave My back to the smiters"? Listen further: "One of the officers who stood by struck Jesus
with the palm of his hand" (St. John 18:22). And again: "They struck Him on the face and asked Him,
saying, 'Prophesy, who is it that smote You?' " (St. Luke 22:64). Is not this what the prophet foretold? "I
gave My cheeks to them that smite " ? Listen even further: "…And they mocked Him" (St. Matthew 2729), "And they smote Him on the head with a reed and did spit upon Him" (St. Mark 15:19); is not this
what the prophet foretold: "I hid not My face from shame and spitting." Observe, brethren, how clear is
the prophecy, clear from word to word. Observe with horror, how the discerning man of God sees more
clearly through the walls of several hundred years than the ordinary eye, which sees the bottom of clear
and shallow water! That God, by His irresistible power, opens the spirit of mortal man to see, by the
spirit, the events in the distance as clearly as the physical eyes see the events close by. How then does the
All-seeing God Himself, see through the marrow of our bones, through the fog of our thoughts, and
through all the secrets of our hearts? Because He is present at our thoughts even before they are born and
present at our desires before they are conceived. He is the one undeceived and undeceivable witness of all
events, external and internal, in the heights and in the depths, in the width and in the length. And He
witnesses to our spirit truthfully, that which our soul desires to know for the sake of our good benefit and
for the salvation of our soul.
O, All-seeing and All-wonderful Witness to all the secrets in heaven and on earth, the Creator and our
Good Provider, You alone see the weakness of all of us. Help us, O help us, to learn that which is
necessary for the sake of our eternal salvation.
To You be glory and thanks always. Amen.
Post-Communion Prayer
Prayer Of Saint Basil
I thank you, Christ and Master our God, King of the ages and Creator of all things, for all the good gifts
you have given me, and especially for the participation in your pure and life-giving mysteries. I, therefore,
pray to you, good and loving Lord: keep me under your protection and under the shadow of your wings.
Grant that to my last breath I may with a pure conscience partake worthily of your gifts for the
forgiveness of sins and for eternal life. For you are the bread of life, the source of holiness, the giver of all
good things, and to you we give glory, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the
ages of ages. Amen.
Sixth Hour Prayers
O You Who on the sixth day and hour nailed to the cross the sin which rebellious Adam committed in
Paradise, Tear asunder also the bond of our iniquities, O Christ our God, and save us.
Prayer of St. Basil
God, Lord of hosts and Maker of all creation, who in Your great compassion and mercy sent down Your
Only-Begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, for the redemption of mankind and by His precious Cross
destroyed the record of our sins, triumphing over the source and power of darkness: O Lord and Lover of
mankind, accept also the thanksgiving and fervent prayers of us sinners. Deliver us from every dark and
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harmful transgression and from all the visible and invisible enemies that seek to destroy us. Nail our flesh
to the fear of You, and do not incline our hearts to deceitful words or thoughts, but wound our souls with
love for You, that always looking to You, guided by Your light, and seeing You, the eternal and ineffable
Light, we may give You unceasing praise and thanksgiving: to the Father without beginning, with Your
Only-Begotten Son and Your all-holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Amen.
O LORD, SAVE THY PEOPLE AND BLESS THINE INHERITANCE.
GRANT VICTORY OVER THEIR ENEMIES TO ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS,
AND PROTECT THY PEOPLE WITH THY CROSS.
DIVINE LITURGIES
Wednesday – 10:00 A.M.
Sunday Matins – 8:50 A.M.
Sunday English Divine Liturgy – 10:00 A.M.

CONFESSIONS
Monday-Friday, 4:00-6:00 P.M.
By appointment
Before Sunday Divine Liturgy (during Matins)

VESPERS
Saturday – 5:00 P.M.

ORTHODOX WORKER MEALS
FRIDAYS – 11:30 A.M TO 1:00 P.M

Either the demons tempt us themselves or they equip those who do not fear the Lord to act
against us: themselves, when we are alone, away from others, just as they tempted the Lord in
the desert; through others, when we associate with them, as they tempted the Lord through the Pharisees.
It is for us to look to our model and beat them back on both fronts.
St. Maximus the Confessor
ΛΩ
For all that we have –
That so many nations and people do not have…
We should all say…
GOD BLESS AMERICA
&
GOD BLESS HIS GRACE BISHOP GREGORY
ΛΩ
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MIND THE
SPIRITUAL GAP!
WHEN DID YOU LAST
INITIATE THE HOLY MYSTERY
OF REPENTANCE?
*
IF YOU WANT TO KNOW
WHAT IS OCCURRING IN
GOD'S CHURCH, ATTEND AND
PARTICIPATE IN HIS CHURCH.
“Only two kinds of men publicly admit to doing evil: those who repent of their deeds and are
willing to accept the consequences for having acted wrongly, and those who are comfortable with
their conduct and believe that no serious consequences will come from divulging it”
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